How to disconnect your downspout

	
	


Find your downspouts on the outside of your house, and see if the downspouts go into the ground (to the sewer). The best place to redirect is often the yard. Think about where the water will flow. Direct the water away from your home so the water doesn’t puddle along the wall. The redirected storm water will seep into the ground instead of flooding sewers.
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STEP 1: CUT 
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Cut the downspout, leaving enough space to insert the elbow as shown in Figure 1. Be sure to wear your gloves and goggles. Break a clay or cast iron boot (pipe) down to the ground. If the boot sticks up out of the ground, place your chisel at the base of the boot and strike it with a hammer to break it into pieces. Be sure to knock any leftover pieces away until the boot opening is flush with the ground. Handle the pieces carefully; they will be sharp. Make sure they don't go down the pipe; they might clog the sewer lateral. Saw a plastic boot as close to ground level as possible. 


STEP 2: SEAL
Crumple newspaper into a solid ball and stuff it tightly into the pipe at least four inches down into the boot. Mix the concrete or mortar with water in a bucket until it becomes paste-like. Seal the hole with the mixture as shown in Figure 2. Using the trowel, place enough of the concrete or mortar into the hole to completely stop any water from flowing into the pipe. Check for gaps or holes. Be careful not to allow concrete to seep past the ball of newspaper. You can also use a plug to seal the hole. Buy either a four or six inch rubber plug; insert it in the boot and twist to expand. Make sure the seal is tight so that no water will leak into the pipe. A plastic cap may be purchased to seal a plastic boot. 

STEP 3: DIVERT 
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Attach an elbow to the cut downspout as shown in Figure 2. First, gently pinch in the ends of the hanging downspout and slide the elbow opening over it. Be sure the elbow points the way you want it to drain. A couple screws and/or a clip around the joined sections will help keep the pieces attached. Add a downspout diverter. Follow directions for one of the following diverter types: 

· Splash Block: Place the block on the ground under the
elbow, pointing away from the building. (Add a piece of
extension downspout pipe to the elbow if it can't reach
the splash block.) 

· Flexible Corrugated Plastic Tube (with or without holes):
Slide one end of a 10-foot piece of corrugated tube over
the elbow opening and point the opposite end where
you want the water to flow. (Note: Other types of
diverters may be used.) 

· Swivel Tray: Slide the top of the tray over the elbow or
downspout opening and point the swivel end where you
want the water to go. Secure this to the elbow with
screws. 

· Roll-out Pouch: Follow the directions that come with the
roll-out pouch kit. Make sure the pouch is pointed
where it can roll out fully without anything in its way.
Flexible corrugated plastic tube may be used. 

 

